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EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of the Planning Committee held on 9 June 2021 
 
 
Present  
 
Councillor: S Pond (Chairman) 
 
Councillors: A Williams (Vice-Chairman), D Ashcroft, D Evans, A Glass, S Hunt, 
C Louisson, E Woodard, K Budden (Reserve), M Johnson (Reserve) and N Taylor 
 
 
11. Apologies for Absence  

 
Apologies were received from Councillors P Langley, J Matthews,                     
S Schillemore and I Thomas. 
 

12. Chairman's Announcements  
 
There were no Chairman’s announcements. 
 

13. Declarations of Interest  
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

14. Acceptance of Supplementary Matters  
 
Councillors noted the supplementary papers which included information 
received since the agenda had been published.  These were reported verbally 
and are attached as Annex A to these minutes. 
 

15. Report of the Director of Regeneration and Place  
 
The report of the Director of Regeneration and Place was considered and it 
was RESOLVED that: 
 

Application No., Site and Description Resolution: 

 

51680/001/FUL 

 

Havant Thicket Winter Storage 

Reservoir, Manor Lodge Road, 

Rowlands Castle 

 

Hybrid application  seeking: 1) Full 

Planning permission for Development of 

a reservoir for raw water storage, A 

pumped storage reservoir, with the 

Permission subject to the proviso and the 

conditions as set out in Appendix A 
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minimum required total storage capacity 

of 8,700 million litres (Ml), to support the 

planned bulk supply transfer of at least 

21Ml/d in extreme (currently defined as 

1:200 year) drought conditions; 

Construction of an earth embankment 

adjacent to Staunton Country Park ; 

Construction of an overflow 

discharge/spillway at the south-western 

side of the reservoir and associated 

works; Construction of a new junction on 

the B2149 Manor Lodge Road and a 

new junction on Swanmore Road. 

Provision of viewing areas on the 

southern embankment and western 

edge of the reservoir. 

2) Outline application for (matters to be 

considered outlined in Table 2.2 in the 

submitted Development Specification) 

control house partially incorporated 

within landscaped earth mounding 

adjacent to the south west embankment; 

together with provision of other earth 

embankments. Construction of a visitor 

centre / cafe, with storage areas and 

welfare facilities to the northwest of the 

reservoir to be used for recreational and 

education purposes; Provision of picnic 

area(s) and children's play area(s).  

Access routes from both junctions to the 

visitor car park; visitor car park 

comprising 193 car parking spaces and 

between 70 and 75 overflow spaces 

plus spaces for staff, coach/minibus and 

disabled drivers sited to the north west 

of the reservoir. Creation of a 

permanent wetland on the northern side 

of the reservoir and construction of bird 

watching hide/screen(s); recreational 

facilities for public amenity. Provision of 

perimeter tracks and a network of 

bridleways, cycle paths and footpaths; 

Construction of a slipway on the western 

bank of the reservoir for operational use 

only and a small section of the proposed 

pipeline (210m). 
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16. PART 1 - East Hampshire District Council - Applications and related 
planning matters to be determined or considered by the Council as the 
local planning authority 
 

17. SECTION 1 - APPLICATIONS REPORTED IN DETAIL 
 

18. 51680/001/FUL/LO - Havant Thicket Winter Storage Reservoir, Manor 
Lodge Road, Rowlands Castle  
 
Hybrid application  seeking: 1) Full Planning permission for Development of a 
reservoir for raw water storage, A pumped storage reservoir, with the minimum 
required total storage capacity of 8,700 million litres (Ml), to support the 
planned bulk supply transfer of at least 21Ml/d in extreme (currently defined as 
1:200 year) drought conditions; Construction of an earth embankment adjacent 
to Staunton Country Park ; Construction of an overflow discharge/spillway at 
the south-western side of the reservoir and associated works; Construction of a 
new junction on the B2149 Manor Lodge Road and a new junction on 
Swanmore Road. Provision of viewing areas on the southern embankment and 
western edge of the reservoir. 
2) Outline application for (matters to be considered outlined in Table 2.2 in the 
submitted Development Specification) control house partially incorporated 
within landscaped earth mounding adjacent to the south west embankment; 
together with provision of other earth embankments. Construction of a visitor 
centre / cafe, with storage areas and welfare facilities to the northwest of the 
reservoir to be used for recreational and education purposes; Provision of 
picnic area(s) and children's play area(s).  Access routes from both junctions to 
the visitor car park; visitor car park comprising 193 car parking spaces and 
between 70 and 75 overflow spaces plus spaces for staff, coach/minibus and 
disabled drivers sited to the north west of the reservoir. Creation of a 
permanent wetland on the northern side of the reservoir and construction of 
bird watching hide/screen(s); recreational facilities for public amenity. Provision 
of perimeter tracks and a network of bridleways, cycle paths and footpaths; 
Construction of a slipway on the western bank of the reservoir for operational 
use only and a small section of the proposed pipeline (210m). 
 
The Principal Planning Officer introduced the application and drew the 
committee’s attention to the Supplementary Matters sheet and some key 
points.  Firstly, Havant Borough Council’s Planning Committee resolved to 
grant planning permission for its element of the reservoir and the associated 
pipeline in accordance with the officer recommendation. 
 
There was also an update in terms of the financial contributions that had been 
agreed with HCC Rights of Way Team in terms of the maintenance and upkeep 
of the public rights of way and the diverted bridleway. 
 
There were also further consultations that had been summarised and one 
further issue that had been raised by members of the public was that they felt 
that they had misled about the project.  As Southern Water were currently 
consulting on its alternative uses in its water for life documentation which 
included a new pipeline from the site to the waste water treatment works at 
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Otterbourne and the potential for the reservoir to be filled with recycled water 
from Budds Farm.  This document was consultation only undertaken by 
Southern Water to explore schemes to address predicted water shortages in 
the region.  This consultation document did not impact upon this planning 
application before the committee.  In addition, any change in use of the 
reservoir would require further planning permission. 
 
Finally, an online petition had been submitted by the ‘Stop the Chop’ group 
which had been signed by 4,150 people. 
The officer gave a detailed presentation of the application site. 
 
There was an overall planning balance, it was a very sensitive application with 
a number of competing demands.  The site had been allocated in the local plan 
reservoir and associated development, both in the adopted local plan and 
emerging.  Considerable weight needed to be attached to the fact that there 
was overriding public need for the scheme which would provide reliable water 
for both Portsmouth Water and Southern Water customers and there was a 
lack of suitable alternatives.  
 
The water resources management plans for both Southern Water and 
Portsmouth Water had been approved by the Secretary of State for the 
Environment and OFWAT and would benefit the ecology and protected rivers, 
namely the River Itchen and the River Test. 
 
The visual impact of the development would be localised and mitigated by a 
landscaping framework.   
 
There would be public benefits through the recreational enhancement. 
 
Wholly exceptional circumstances applied to the loss of ancient woodland as 
had been considered in detail in the application and the report before the 
committee. 
 
The mitigation compensation strategy had been agreed after detailed 
negotiations and discussions with Natural England, the Environment Agency 
and the local authority’s own Ecologist and would provide net biodiversity gain. 
 
In terms of flood risk, the emergency drawdown strategy was acceptable and 
had been agreed by the Environment Agency and the local lead flood authority. 
 
The impact on amenities of neighbouring properties had now been clarified in 
terms of levels and mitigated impact in terms of noise and construction. 
 
The development would result in less than substantial harm to the heritage 
assets. 
 
Taking this into account, it was considered that the public benefits outweighed 
the harm that had been identified to the heritage assets. 
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Development would provide safe access to the site and would not have a 
severe impact on the safety and free flow of the highway network. 
 
The application proposed a number of enhancements to pedestrian and cycle 
users and furthermore, the proposed bridleway diversion would provide an 
acceptable replacement. 
 
In overall conclusion, it was considered there were public benefits from the 
environmental, social and economic dimensions.  As such, the proposal was 
considered sustainable development and was recommended for permission, 
subject to conditions and legal agreement. 
 
The committee was addressed by the following deputees: 
 
(1) Mrs Young, on behalf of objectors. 
 
As set out in Appendix 1 attached to these minutes. 
 
(2) Mr Taylor, CEO of Portsmouth Water, spoke as the applicant. 
 

 Havant Thicket reservoir was an environmentally led scheme safeguarding 
two of Hampshire’s internationally protected chalk streams, the River Test 
and the River Itchen; 

 It would supply Portsmouth Water customers nearby but that was to enable 
a 21 million litre a day transfer to Southern from other sources nearer the 
boundary of their area of supply; 

 The SE area was water stressed and Defra agreed it was important to act 
now to secure reliable supplies for the future addressing challenges of 
climate change and population growth; 

 The site was selected from more than 70 as the only one close to a 
sustainable source of water, large enough to provide the volume of water 
needed in droughts as agreed by Defra.  In an emergency, it was able to 
discharge water safely; 

 Their plans included a new green leisure and education hub with a visitors 
centre, accessible facilities and a 5KM network of paths for cyclists, walkers 
and horse riders; 

 They acknowledged that the nature of the site would change which 
regrettably involved the loss of 12.5 hectares of ancient woodland.  They 
had reduced this to an absolute minimum and had developed extensive 
mitigation and compensation plans with Natural England, the Environment 
Agency and HCC to enhance the biodiversity in the area.  This plan 
included improving and restoring 204 hectares of woodland and grassland.  
Improving 5.5KM of local streams, creating a large wetland on the Northern 
shore and also launching a grant scheme for local environmental projects. 

 The Highways Authority had approved the junction design as providing safe 
access and agreed the traffic was acceptable during construction and 
operation; 

 Safety was their number one priority; and 



  6 
Planning Committee 

(9.6.21) 
 
 

 

 Their site selection process confirmed that Havant Thicket was the right site 
and the detailed regulatory reviews had accepted that the levels of 
unavoidable impact, including tree loss, was acceptable, considering the 
project need and the level of mitigation that would be delivered. 

 
The Chairman invited Cllr Johnson ask questions of the officer and to open the 
debate as the local councillor. 
 
Cllr Johnson asked if at Havant Borough Council’s Planning Committee’s 
consideration of the application, were the matters of rat running and the 
possible re-siting of the visitor’s centre discussed.  In response, the Principal 
Planning Officer confirmed that there was a discussion about the visitors centre 
location, it was outline in nature and would be discussed in detail at the next 
technical stage.  As Portsmouth Water had made clear, they still wanted to 
continue engagement.  With regard to rat running, that had been highlighted in 
detail in the report and there was a proposed condition. 
 
The committee asked questions of the officer and debated the application. 
 
In response to a point raised that it was inevitable that the proposal would 
cause ecological damage, the officer said that any construction had impacts on 
ecology on a site by site basis.  In this case, the report detailed impacts on 
protected species.  It had been examined in detail by Natural England, the 
Environment Agency and the authority’s Ecologist and the impacts of this 
development had been carefully considered and balanced and therefore, the 
recommendation before the committee was for permission, on balance. 
 
It had been noted in the report that whilst the embankment was being 
constructed, the bridleway that went through the site as it stood at present 
would be diverted around the top before being reverted to a permissive 
bridleway.  It was asked if it were to get upgraded legally or physically, was it 
not possible to have both.  The officer said that Forestry England wanted to 
retain control over it but the element going through Havant Thicket whilst it 
would be de-designated, it would still be retained as permissive path so horse 
riders and members of the public could utilise it if they so wish, subject to 
forestry operations.  
 
It was asked whether there would be some form of barrier across the bridleway 
in order to prevent the use of it as a rat run. The officer confirmed that it was a 
balance between providing access for horse riders and stopping motorists, but 
there was a condition to secure an appropriate way to mitigate, whilst providing 
access for the relevant people but stopping the rat running for all accesses.   
 
The report on the website written by Atkins, the consultant engineer, related to 
the Northern access and from what had been understood, it said that the 
proposed junction was substandard.  It was asked what the nature of departure 
from standards would be that they would have to request in order to make it 
work.  A representative from the highway authority was present who said that 
the departure from standards related to the full visibility on approach to the 
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junction, not the visibility from the junction itself.  Due to the nature of the 
B2149, there was a crest and a sag which meant that visibility of vehicles 
leaving the access or turning into it were temporarily not fully in sight to a 
vehicle using the B2149.  The proposals to reprofile the road to remove some 
of the crest and raise some of the sag which by doing so, would minimise some 
of the extent of which a vehicle is lost.  This departure was not to the point that 
you do not ever see the vehicle and officers had to be mindful that leaving the 
junction or turning into it, that vehicle had constant sight of anything 
approaching it from the B2149.  They had extensively gone through the 
departure process with their chief engineer who had heavily scrutinised the full 
departure from standard request looking at the vertical profile and the proposed 
amendments.  Officers were adamant that the proposed amendments to the 
profiling had to be undertaken in order to ensure that the junction could operate 
safely but officers were satisfied that those could be achieved and by doing 
those, the risk would be substantially reduced to something that would be 
acceptable to the highway authority. 
 
The report had also mentioned that the level of traffic had been measured 
around 15K movements per day, it was asked how recently that figure had 
derived and did it take into account any changes that were likely to occur from 
the development on Land East of Horndean.  In response an officer from the 
highways authority said that the surveys were undertaken in March 2020, pre-
Covid.  The applicant had forecast for a 2029 operational year which showed 
that the junction form of a right-turn lane would still be appropriate. 
 
Concern was expressed that the roundabout improvements to Dell Piece East 
had not yet taken place and that construction would be happening at the same 
time as Havant Thicket construction. The highways authority officer said that a 
construction traffic management plan had been secured by the highways 
authority which as part of that, the applicant had agreed to phase work around 
any committed schemes which included the Land East of Horndean 
improvements and the AQUIND site, the impact would be reduced as much as 
possible.  It was highlighted that the applicant would not run any HGV traffic 
through peak hours and had also secured a travel plan for staff to reduce the 
amount of vehicles arriving to the site as part of the construction phase. 
 
It was noted that new woodland was proposed however, clarification was 
sought as to what would happen if it was not possible to get the land, was there 
a contingency for elsewhere.  The officer understood the uncertainty and whilst 
he could not speak on behalf of Portsmouth Water and their land ownership, he 
was aware that they had been in detailed discussions with a number of groups 
in order to secure that land.  Natural England had confirmed that the measures 
and controls in the S106 agreement were appropriate. 
 
It was asked if the figure in the capital grants scheme could be conditioned to 
be index linked.  The officer advised that the capital grants scheme was being 
drawn up in collaboration with Natural England.  The Ecologist advised that 
there would be a steering group for the capital grants scheme which would set 
the parameters for the types of projects that it would be looking to fund which 
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would assess applications for projects as and when received based on a set of 
criteria. 
 
In reply to a question as to what would be done to ensure that the saplings 
which would be planted reached a 15 year level and would not be damaged, 
the officer advised that there was a condition to ensure that the landscaping 
that had been planted matured to mitigate the impact of the loss of the ancient 
woodland. 
 
Cllr Johnson said that he had been associated with the project since 2007 and 
was familiar with the site.  As a result of Portsmouth Water’s action in the local 
community, they had been fully briefed throughout on all aspects of the 
proposal.  He wanted to draw attention to the Hampshire Police – Crime 
Prevention report on page 147 of the agenda which referred to rat running and 
also highlighted the issue of antisocial behaviour which needed to be 
addressed on this site.  Whilst it had been discussed with stakeholder groups, 
he wanted to emphasise the need to secure the site at night in order to prevent 
antisocial behaviour which he would expect to come forward in reserved 
matters.   
 
On behalf of the parish council, Cllr Johnson said that they had a significant 
concern that should charging be introduced for both the onsite car park and the 
current Manor Lodge Road car park, it would inevitably result in roadside 
parking along the B2149.  The parish council suggested that the highway 
authority initiate a programme of bollards along this road as a safety matter.  An 
officer from the highway authority said they had raised the issue regarding 
overspill parking from the site and how the site will be controlled for the parking 
measures.  Bollards along the B2149 were not something they would look to 
install as they create a maintenance liability.  However, they had sought to 
secure in conjunction with Havant Borough Council and East Hampshire District 
Council’s Traffic Management Team, a significant contribution towards Traffic 
Regulation Orders (TROs) so that once the site became fully operational and 
they have an understanding of where the impacts might be, that they would 
have the ability to implement TROs to prevent hazardous/nuisance parking.  If 
in the longer term they felt bollards to be necessary, officers were sure 
Portsmouth Water would be willing to engage with them. 
 
The committee voted on the officer’s recommendation for permission. 
 
Following the vote, the recommendation was declared CARRIED, 7 Councillors 
voting FOR permission, 2 Councillors voting AGAINST permission and 2 
Councillors ABSTAINING from voting. 
 

 
 

The meeting commenced at 6.00 pm and concluded at 8.09 pm 
 
 

………………… 
Chairman 



Annex A 
 

09 June 2021 
Planning Committee 
 
Supplementary Matters to be considered as part of Planning Officer's Report on 
Planning Applications. 
 

S1  Item  01 

51680/001/FUL 

Havant Thicket Winter Storage Reservoir, 
Manor Lodge Road, Rowlands Castle 

 
UPDATE 
Havant Borough Council Planning Committee resolved to GRANT PERMISSION for 
both the reservoir application – APP/20/00990, and the associated pipeline 
application – APP/20/00991, in accordance with the officer recommendation. The 
officer recommendation is identical for this application and is found on pages 121-
135 of the agenda. 
 
Update to paragraph 7.318, in relation to financial contributions to Hampshire 
County Council in relation to Public Rights of Ways and improved cycle and 
pedestrian routes in Staunton Country Park 
 

 £177,702 for upgrade and maintenance of Bridleways 120 and 123, linking 
the western boundary of the site to Waterlooville, and Bridleway 121 (from 
Swanmore Road to junction with Bridleway 120) following completion of the 
Embankment phase of development and prior to the commencement of the 
Visitor Centre phase of development;  

 £212,508 for improved cycle and pedestrian routes in Staunton Country Park 
connecting to the reservoir site prior to the commencement of the 
Embankment phase of development (which will incorporate implementation of 
the diverted bridleway through the site);  

 £349,400 for maintenance of the diverted Bridleway 120 through the site 
upon completion of the diverted bridleway.  

 
 
AMENDMENTS RECEIVED 
None 
 
 
FURTHER CONSULTEE COMMENTS 
Highway Authority comments: Confirmation that the financial contributions outlined 
above are acceptable, and will be secured by a legal agreement 
 
 
FURTHER REPRESENTATIONS 
Nine further representations, including one petition have been received which raise 
the following points: 
 

 OFWAT have stated that the reservoir is not needed to supply Portsmouth 
Water customers but only those of Southern Water. 
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Officer comment:  As outlined in the report the application would provide a 
stable water supply for both customers of both Portsmouth Water and 
Southern Water. As outlined in both companies Water Resources 
Management Plans, the reservoir storage capacity will enable Portsmouth 
Water, as part of the bulk water supply agreement to Southern Water, to 
hand over the current abstraction from the River Itchen (which is in Southern 
Waters supply area). The bulk supply transfer from Portsmouth Water to 
Southern Water will therefore comprises a range of sources, including the 
stored water from the reservoir, which would consider demand and supply 
across the distribution network. 
 

 Lack of leisure activities in the proposal and have been misled by Portsmouth 
Water. 
Officer comment:  This matter has been considered in detail in section (iv) 
Leisure and recreation provision, paragraphs 7.153 (page 79 of report  – 
7.175 (page 84). 
 

 Loss of Ancient Woodland and wildlife is unacceptable.  
Officer comment:  This matter has been considered in detail in section (ii) 
Impact upon the character and appearance of the landscape including on 
Ancient Woodland, Conservation Area and Registered Park and Gardens and 
section, and (iii) Impact of the development on ecology. 
 

 Concerns that the public have been misled regarding the whole project, as 
Southern Water are currently consulting on alternative uses in its Water for 
Life documentation, which includes a new pipeline from the Site to WWtW at 
Otterbourne, and the potential for the reservoir to be filled with ‘recycled 
water’ from Budds Farm.  
Officer Comment: The document is currently a consultation being 
undertaken by Southern Water to explore schemes to address predicated 
water shortages in its region, this is a consultation document only which does 
not impact on the current planning applications before the LPA’s. In addition, 
any change in use of the reservoir would require planning permission, which 
would need to be accompanied by an Environmental Statement, Water 
Framework Directive, and Habitat Regulation Assessment. 

 

Online petition 
 
An online petition has been submitted by the ‘Stop the Chop’ group, which 
has been signed by 4,150 people. The petition states (summarised): 
 

We are a group of local people who are desperately trying to prevent the destruction 
of 14 hectares of ancient woodland and grassland at Havant Thicket and Staunton 
Country Park.  

Portsmouth Water is proposing the construction of an immense deep water storage 
reservoir on the Hampshire site, with the purpose of servicing the projected water 
shortages of neighbouring counties of the South East. Local people will not only lose 
their local woodland, live under the shadow of an enormous reservoir but the water 
held will not even be designated for their use. 
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And although we fully understand the importance and need for water conservation in 
a time of such drastic climate change, Portsmouth Water do have other options and 
methods available to them. 

At a time when the protection of mature trees and established ecosystems has 
never been more prevalent, the conservancy of our most precious ancient woodland 
at Havant Thicket and throughout the UK is also an intrinsic part of the fight against 
the climate emergency. 

“Havant Thicket is this special place that forms part of the historic Forest of Bere 
which dates back almost a thousand years to 1086," the Woodland Trust said. 

It is one of our rarest habitats. It has lain undisturbed for centuries, evolving into a 
delicate eco-system capable of supporting thousands of species of birds, mammals, 
invertebrates, lichens, mosses, flowers and plants. 

Havant Thicket is well documented as having 15 species of bat, including 
Bechsteins Bat (All Bats are Protected), Nightjars (Endangered), Glow worms 
(Drastically Declining), Adders (Endangered), Hazel Dormouse ( Endangered), 
Woodcocks, Slow worms  to name just a few. Their habitats will be lost and wildlife 
will be sadly displaced. 

The area is very popular with local residents, used for rambling, picnicking, kids 
play, dog walking, forest bathing etc. It is a much needed idyllic getaway from the 
encroaching built-up area of Leigh Park, Waterlooville and Portsmouth. 

Although there will be access to the site once built, local communities have been 
misinformed that the reservoir will be available for recreational use, as no swimming, 
water sports or fishing will be allowed on the grounds of "safety issues" due to the 
depth of the water, strong underwater currents and how cold the water will be.  

Not only will the residents lose their ancient woodland but the reservoir is proposed 
to be built very very close to local houses and Portsmouth Water have not fully 
informed local communities on the impact of having a reservoir constructed on their 
doorstep, including possible flooding risks and inevitable rises in home insurance.  

This may seem like ‘just another petition’ for ‘just another local woodland’  in a place 
you’ve never heard of, but we all need to get together and stop this ongoing 
National trend of losing our green spaces in the UK. Because soon it will be a small 
woodland on your doorstep too…  

Please help us in preventing the destruction of Havant Thicket, help us keep our 
residents safe, help us save our local wildlife and keep this rare and beautiful natural 
habitat for our local communities and our future generations. 
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Please help us make Portsmouth Water responsible for protecting wildlife and 
conserving ancient woodland and ecosystems. Help us to get Portsmouth Water 
to  invest in using a different option rather than taking the cheapest one and flooding 
our ancient woodlands… 

Together we can do it.  

Ancient woodland once gone, can never ever be replaced!  

STOP THE CHOP! 
 
The petition can be found at the following link: 
https://www.change.org/stopthechophavantthicket 
 

Officer comment - The matters raised in the petition have been considered in detail 
within the officer report. 
 
CHANGES TO RECOMMENDATION 
None 
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EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
Applications determined by the  

Council as the Local Planning Authority 
 

APPENDIX A 
 

9 June 2021 
 

 

 

PROPOSAL Hybrid application  seeking: 1) Full Planning permission 
for Development of a reservoir for raw water storage, A 
pumped storage reservoir, with the minimum required 
total storage capacity of 8,700 million litres (Ml), to 
support the planned bulk supply transfer of at least 
21Ml/d in extreme (currently defined as 1:200 year) 
drought conditions; Construction of an earth 
embankment adjacent to Staunton Country Park ; 
Construction of an overflow discharge/spillway at the 
south-western side of the reservoir and associated 
works; Construction of a new junction on the B2149 
Manor Lodge Road and a new junction on Swanmore 
Road. Provision of viewing areas on the southern 
embankment and western edge of the reservoir. 

2) Outline application for (matters to be considered 
outlined in Table 2.2 in the submitted Development 
Specification) control house partially incorporated 
within landscaped earth mounding adjacent to the 
south west embankment; together with provision of 
other earth embankments. Construction of a visitor 
centre / cafe, with storage areas and welfare facilities to 
the northwest of the reservoir to be used for 
recreational and education purposes; Provision of 
picnic area(s) and children's play area(s).  Access 
routes from both junctions to the visitor car park; 
visitor car park comprising 193 car parking spaces and 
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between 70 and 75 overflow spaces plus spaces for 
staff, coach/minibus and disabled drivers sited to the 
north west of the reservoir. Creation of a permanent 
wetland on the northern side of the reservoir and 
construction of bird watching hide/screen(s); 
recreational facilities for public amenity. Provision of 
perimeter tracks and a network of bridleways, cycle 
paths and footpaths; Construction of a slipway on the 
western bank of the reservoir for operational use only 
and a small section of the proposed pipeline (210m). 

 

LOCATION: Havant Thicket Winter Storage Reservoir, Manor Lodge 
Road, Rowlands Castle 

REFERENCE 
NO: 

51680/001/FUL/LO  

 
Provided that Havant Borough Council Planning Committee resolved to grant planning 
permission for application APP/20/00990 on 3 June 2021 then,  
 
i) the Head of Legal Services be authorised to enter into a S106 Agreement to secure the 
Heads of Terms set out in paragraph 7.318 of the appended HBC Planning Committee report 
of 3 June 2021 (the appended Report), and 
 
ii) the Head of Planning be authorised to GRANT PERMISSION for application 51680/001 
subject to: 
 
(A) completion of the Section 106 Agreement as set out in paragraph 7.318 of the appended 
Report; and 
 
(B) the conditions set out in the appended Report (subject to such changes and/or additions 
that the Head of Planning considers necessary to impose prior to issuing of the decision and 
to agree those changes with the Committee Chairman) 
 
GRANT PERMISSION for: 
 
i) Full Planning permission only for development of a reservoir for raw water storage, a 
pumped water storage reservoir, with the minimum required total storage capacity of 8,700 
million litres (ML), to support the planned bulk transfer of at least 21ML/d in extreme (currently 
defined as 1:200 year) drought conditions; construction of an earth embankment adjacent to 
Staunton County Park; construction of overflow discharge/spillway at the south-western side 
of the reservoir and associated works; construction of new junction on the B2149 Manor 
Lodge Road and new junction onto Swanmore Road.  Provision of viewing areas on the 
southern embankment and western edge of the reservoir; and 
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ii) Outline permission for (matters to be considered in Table 2.2 in the submitted 
Development Specification) control house partially incorporated within landscaped earth 
mounding adjacent to the south west embankment; together with provision of other earth 
embankments. Construction of a visitor centre / cafe, with storage areas and welfare facilities 
to the northwest of the reservoir to be used for recreational and education purposes; 
Provision of picnic area(s) and children's play area(s).  Access routes from both junctions to 
the visitor car park; visitor car park comprising 193 car parking spaces and between 70 and 
75 overflow spaces plus spaces for staff, coach/minibus and disabled drivers sited to the 
north west of the reservoir. Creation of a permanent wetland on the northern side of the 
reservoir and construction of bird watching hide/screen(s); recreational facilities for public 
amenity. Provision of perimeter tracks and a network of bridleways, cycle paths and 
footpaths; Construction of a slipway on the western bank of the reservoir for operational use 
only and a small section of the proposed pipeline (210m). 
 
 
1 The development must be begun not later than five years beginning with 

the date of this permission. 
Reason: To comply with the requirements of Section 91 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 as amended by Section 51 of the Planning 
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 
 

2 No part of the development hereby approved in outline (as set out in the 
Development Specification, Table 2.2, enclosed below) shall be 
commenced, except for site clearance, set up and remediation works,  
until applications for written approval of the details of the siting, scale and 
external appearance of the development, and the landscaping of the site 
(herein after called "the reserved matters") have been submitted to and 
approved by the Local Planning Authority.   Application(s) for approval of 
the matters reserved by this planning permission must be made not later 
than the expiration of 5 years from the date of this decision notice; and 
Development must be begun not later than the expiration of 2 years from 
the final approval of reserved matters for the relevant phase, or, in the 
case of approval on different dates, the approval of the last such matter to 
be approved.    
Reason: The application was submitted as part outline part full application 
in accordance with the provisions of Article 3(1) of the Town and Country 
Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 and in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 92 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1990 and the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 
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3 The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance 

with the following approved plans: 
 
Drawings 
HTR-ATK-ZZ-ZZ-DR-L-0001 Outline Masterplan 
HTR-ATK-ZZ-ZZ-DR-L-0006 Planning Application Strategy Key Plan 
HTR-ATK-ZZ-ZZ-DR-L-0007 Key Plan 1 
HTR-ATK-ZZ-ZZ-DR-L-0008 Key Plan 2 
HTR-ATK-ZZ-ZZ-DR-L-0009 Key Plan 3 
HTR-ATK-ZZ-ZZ-DR-L-0012 Landscape Plan - Control House 
HTR-ATK-ZZ-ZZ-DR-L-0013 Landscape Plan - Staircase 
HTR-ATK-ZZ-ZZ-DR-L-0014 Landscape Plan - Gipsies Plain 
HTR-ATK-ZZ-ZZ-DR-L-0015 Landscape Plan - North West Corner 
HTR-ATK-ZZ-ZZ-DR-L-0016 Landscape Plan - Viewing Platform 
HTR-ATK-ZZ-ZZ-DR-L-0018 Section A 
HTR-ATK-ZZ-ZZ-DR-L-0019 Section B + C 
HTR-ATK-ZZ-ZZ-DR-L-0020 Section D + E 
HTR-ATK-AR-RE-DR-D-0001 Northern Access Route off B2149 
HTR-ATK-AR-RE-DR-D-0002 Northern Access Junction off B2149 
HTR-ATK-AR-RE-DR-D-0005 Vehicle Access Route South revC04 
HTR-ATK-AR-RE-DR-D-0006 Vehicle Access Junction South revC04 
 
Documents 
Engineering and Design Report 
Planning Statement 
Development Specification 
Environmental Statement (Volumes 1 - 4) including Non-Technical 
Summary. The Volume 4 Appendices include the following standalone 
reports: 
Outline Construction Environmental Management Plan including Record 
of Environmental Actions and Commitments or REAC 
(ES_Volume_4_Appendix_A2.1_OEMP) 
Transport Assessment (ES_Volume_4_Appendix_A13.1_TA) 
Flood Risk Assessment (ES_Volume_4_Appendix_A15.2_FRA) 
Water Framework Directive Compliance Assessment 
(ES_Volume_4_Appendix_A15.1_WFD) 
Arboricultural Impact Assessment (ES_Volume_4_Appendix_A9.14_AIA) 
HTR-ATK-RZ-RE-DR-L-113 Revised Tree Protection Plan Sheet 37 of 40 
(revP01.1) 
Design and Access Statement 
Statement of Community Involvement 
Outline Biodiversity Mitigation and Compensation Strategy 
Article 4.7 Statement 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION SUBMITTED FEBRUARY 2021 
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A Summary of the Benefits of Havant Thicket Resevoir 
HTR TNPS02 Traffic Distribution Sensitivity revision_V2.0 dated 
25/01/2021 
HTR TNPS03 Report on Northern Access Layout dated 29/01/2021 
HTR Water Framework Directive Article 4.7 29/01/2021 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION SUBMITTED APRIL 2021 
Access for Non Motorised Users - Technical Note dated 01/04/2021 
Access Strategy, Rat Running and Construction Management - Technical 
Note dated 01/04/2021 
Framework Construction Management Plan dated 31/03/2021 
Article 4.7 Shortlisting Methodology dated 01/04/2021 
Transport Assessment Addendum - Framework Travel Plan dated 
01/04/2021 
Implementation Plan for Off Site Biodiversity Mitigation and 
Compensation dated 01/04/2021 
 
 
Reason: - To ensure provision of a satisfactory development. 
 

4 Phasing 
Prior to the commencement of development, a detailed phasing plan for 
the development shall be submitted to and approved by the Local 
Planning Authority. The development shall be carried out in accordance 
with the approved phasing plan and no variation shall be made without 
the prior written approval of the Local Planning Authority. Approval will not 
be given if in the reasonable opinion of the Local Planning Authority the 
proposed variation creates new environmental impacts which exceed the 
range or scale of those measured and assessed in the Environmental 
Statement (including the further information) and which the Local 
Planning Authority considers may require further or additional mitigation 
measures.  
Reason: The Environmental Impact and merits of the proposed 
development have been assessed on this basis. 
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5 Construction Environmental Management plan 
No phase of the development approved under Condition 4 shall 
commence until a phase specific Construction Environmental 
Management Plan for that parcel has been submitted to, and approved in 
writing by, the Local Planning Authority. The CEMP shall be based upon, 
and be in broad accordance with, Volume 4 Appendix A2.1 of the 
application Environmental Statement (Outline Environmental 
Management Plan).  It should demonstrate that the risk to controlled 
waters will be appropriately managed, and include both temporary and 
permanent construction features and detail information on locations of 
proposed techniques such as cofferdams, culverting and piping and the 
associated flood risks and mitigation measures. The development shall be 
carried out strictly in accordance with the approved details.   
Reason: To ensure that the construction process is carried out in a 
manner which will minimise disturbance, pollution & nuisance to 
neighbouring properties or within the public realm. To avoid inappropriate 
parking practices, and turning and manoeuvring of construction vehicles 
which adversely impact either the use- or safety- of the public highway. 
This condition is imposed having due regard to policies DM10 & CS15 
(Havant Borough Local Plan (Core Strategy) 2011), and the National 
Planning Policy Framework 2019. 
 

6 No phase of the development approved under Condition 4 shall 
commence until a Construction Method Statement (CMS) for that phase 
has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the 
approved details. 
Reason: To ensure that the construction process is carried out in a 
manner which will minimise disturbance, pollution & nuisance to 
neighbouring properties. 
 

7 Reserved Matters - Visitor Centre area 
The reserved matters application for the North West Corner (including 
visitor centre and car park) submitted pursuant to Conditions 2 and 4 shall 
include: 
- Consideration of the play area location (currently in proximity to the bin 
store, a more suitable location should be explored); 
- Any non-residential buildings to achieve BREEAM 'Very Good' 
certification and/or contribute to a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions 
using 'Fabric First' principles and renewable technology (i.e. solar PV); 
- Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) cameras linked to a monitoring station 
to provide for immediate response to incidents as they are occurring;  
- Electric Vehicle (EV) parking spaces and charging points; 
- Cycle parking (within a covered sheffield stand). 
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Regarding the latter, cycle parking for e-bikes, tandem bikes, cargo bikes 
and bicycles used by disabled visitors should be considered and 
provided. 
Reason: In the interests of safety, social inclusion and sustainable 
development. 
 

8 Highways and amenity 
No construction on the reservoir site shall take place outside the hours of 
07:30-18:00 Monday to Friday, 07:30-13:00 on Saturday and no Sunday 
working, with the exception of specific works that shall have been agreed 
in writing with the Local Planning Authority in advance and shall include 
details of the task, the date and duration of works. No works shall take 
place on Bank or Public Holidays. 
Reason: In the interests of the amenities of local residents 
 

9 Construction noise and vibration 
No phase of the development approved under Condition 4 shall 
commence until a construction noise and vibration management plan, 
including a targeted scheme wide construction noise and vibration 
monitoring and reporting programme, has been submitted to, and 
approved in writing by, the Local Planning Authority. The development 
shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details. 
Reason: To ensure that construction noise and vibration is managed 
effectively so that levels do not regularly exceed the threshold for 
significant impacts. 
 

10 No phase of the development approved under Condition 4 shall 
commence until a revised and updated assessment of potential noise and 
vibration arising during construction shall be prepared in accordance with 
BS 5228-1:2009+A1:2014. The assessments shall include likely eligibility 
for noise insulation or temporary re housing and shall be submitted to and 
approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority and construction 
carried out in accordance with the agreed recommendations.  
Reason: To minimise potential noise impacts on nearby sensitive 
receptors. 
 

11 Subject to Condition 10 [ABOVE], no night time working shall take place, 
unless otherwise in accordance with a scheme submitted to and approved 
in writing by the Local Planning Authority.  Night-time works to be carried 
out strictly in accordance with the approved scheme. 
Reason: To avoid potentially significant impacts of noise and vibration 
upon residential receptors. 
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12 Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) 
A) No development shall take place until a Construction Traffic 
Management Plan (CTMP) has been submitted to, and approved in 
writing by, the Local Planning Authority (in consultation with Hampshire 
County Council as local highways authority). B) No phase of the 
development approved under Condition 4 shall commence until a phase 
specific CTMP for that parcel has been approved in writing by the local 
planning authority. The CTMP(s) shall include all commitments set out in 
the Framework CTMP, dated 31/03/2021, submitted with the planning 
applications and will include a Construction Traffic Management Strategy 
and Construction Worker Travel Plan. The CTMP shall include the 
following: 
o vehicle routing plans 
o proposed programme and duration 
o number of construction personnel including travel arrangements 
and mitigation where necessary 
o alterations to the highway, including temporary and / or permanent, 
to enable construction 
o details of the number of construction and delivery vehicles using 
the public highway (no abnormal loads are anticipated at this stage) 
o traffic management details 
o compounds and laydown area details 
o highway condition surveys 
o methods for managing the site to prevent mud onto the highway 
o details of on-site contractor parking. 
The CTMP shall be implemented in accordance with the agreed details. 
Reason: To ensure the safe and efficient operation of the highway 
network. 
 

13 Site access 
Before each phase of development approved under Condition 4 above is 
commenced, a scheme indicating the provision to be made within that 
phase for people with disabilities to gain access to publicly accessible 
area and buildings shall have been submitted to and approved in writing 
by the Local Planning Authority. The agreed scheme shall be 
implemented before the land and/or buildings concerned are brought into 
use.  
Reason: In the interests of social inclusion and sustainable development. 
 

14 Signage strategy 
Before the development of the final phase (visitor facilities phase) of 
development approved under Condition 4 above is commenced, a 
signage strategy for the operational phase of the site shall be submitted 
to, and approved in writing by, the Local Planning Authority. The 
development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details 
before commencement of the operation phase and retained thereafter. 
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Reason: In the interests of highway safety, visitor amenity and safety and 
protection of new and existing habitats. 
 

15 Prior to commencement of construction of the visitor facilities a 
Wayfinding Infrastructure Strategy shall be submitted to, and approved in 
writing by, the Local Planning Authority in consultation with the Highway 
Authority. The Strategy should include the design and location of signage, 
seating and public art across the site. Signage should not be limited to the 
visitor centre, trails and bird watching areas, but should also include key 
areas surrounding Havant Thicket such as, but not limited to, Dunsbury 
Park, Horndean, Leigh Park, Rowlands Castle and Staunton Country 
Park.  The requirements of the Wayfinding Infrastructure Strategy shall be 
implemented in full prior to visitor facilities first being brought into use. 
Reason: In the interests of highway safety, visitor amenity and safety and 
protection of new and existing habitats. 
 

16 Sustainable access 
The following site access improvements for non-motorised users (within 
the red line boundary) will be implemented in full prior to completion of the 
Access Junctions, as outlined on drawing HTR ATK  RP - Z -  0076: 
a) Improved site access at Cedar Drive to connect to the diverted 
bridleway with new kissing (accessible and cycle friendly) and horse 
friendly gates (Access 3);  
b) A new bridleway access into the site to the north of the southern 
access road (diversion of Bridleway 121);  
in accordance with the Access for Non Motorised Users Technical Note, 
dated 01/04/2021, submitted with the planning applications and Planning 
Drawings: HTR-ATK-AR-RE-DR-D-0005-Vehicle Access Route South 
Plan revC04; HTR-ATK-AR-RE-DR-D-0006-Vehicle Access Junction 
South (Swanmore Road) revC04. Furthermore, investigations shall take 
place to provide a further non-motorised users on the northern access to 
provide a direct north-south sustainable link. 
Reason: In the interests of highway safety, visitor amenity and safety and 
protection of new and existing habitats. 
 

17 The following site access improvements for non motorised users (within 
the red line boundary) will be implemented in full prior to completion of the 
visitor facilities: 
a) Localised upgraded of existing site access at the south western corner 
of the site close to junction of Swanmore Road and Well Meadow (Access 
6); 
b) A new gated pedestrian and cycle access to be provided from 
Swanmore Road into the site south of the new vehicular access (Access 
7); 
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c) A bridleway crossing will be provided from the new southern access 
route to link the diverted Bridleway 120 to the junction of the existing 
Bridleways 120 and 121 in accordance with (Access 8), 
in accordance with the Access for Non Motorised Users Technical Note, 
dated 01/04/2021, submitted with the planning applications and Planning 
Drawings: HTR-ATK-AR-RE-DR-D-0005-Vehicle Access Route South 
Plan revC04; HTR-ATK-AR-RE-DR-D-0006-Vehicle Access Junction 
South (Swanmore Road) revC04.  
Reason: In the interests of highway safety, visitor amenity and safety and 
protection of new and existing habitats. 
 

18 Non-motorised users 
Unless otherwise agreed in writing before the development of the final 
phase (visitor facilities) of development, details of how through movement 
of traffic has been prevented by the detailed design, in the form of a 
physical barrier within the car park to ensure visitors can not travel 
between the north and south access (rat-running), and details of 
measures to deter motorcyclist access shall be submitted to and agreed 
in writing by the Local Planning Authority.  The barriers should also be 
provided at the northern and southern entrances and locked at night time 
to prevent anti-social behaviour. The development shall be carried out in 
accordance with the approved details and retained thereafter. 
Reason: In the interests of highway safety, visitor amenity and safety and 
protection of new and existing habitats. 
 

19 Northern access 
No development shall commence on site until the works to the vertical 
profile on the B2149, in accordance with drawing HTR-ATK-AR-RE-DR-
D-0010, has been undertaken to the satisfaction of the Local Planning 
Authority, in consultation with the Highway Authority, and as such 
approved in writing, unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local 
Planning Authority. 
Reason: In the interests of highway safety, visitor amenity and safety and 
protection of new and existing habitats. 
 

20 Historic Environment 
Lighting strategy 
 
No phase of the development approved under Condition 4 shall 
commence until a Lighting Strategy for that phase or parcel has been 
approved by the local planning authority. The Strategy must include:  
- Proposed specifications for external lighting of service areas, parking, 
buildings, signs, open space and access junctions.  
- Measures to prevent obtrusive light to residents and distraction of 
motorists.  
- Measures to minimise light pollution. 
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- Appropriate energy efficiency technology 
- Permanent lighting will comprise hooded luminaires directed away from 
vegetation, particularly the boundary hedgerows and treelines to avoid 
any light spill onto retained vegetation.  
Lighting will follow good practice current at the time of detailed design. 
The new lighting will be task-related, associated with the visitor centre 
and associated car park and with no lighting on the access roads. The lux 
level will be as low as possible to meet their purpose safely and 
effectively.  
The lighting for each phase or parcel shall be carried out in accordance 
with the approved Lighting Strategy and shall be retained and maintained 
as such thereafter.  
Reason: In the interests of safety, visual and residential amenity and 
habitats and the environment. 
 

21 Archaeological Evaluation (Written Scheme) 
No phase of development approved under Condition 4 hereby approved 
shall commence until an Archaeological Management Plan (AMP) has 
been submitted to, and approved in writing by, the Local Planning 
Authority.  The AMP will provide appropriately for all aspects of 
archaeological recording and will serve as an over-arching Written 
Scheme of Investigation for all archaeological works.  
Reason: To record important archaeological features. 
 

22 Archaeological Evaluation (Programme)No development within a 
Development Phase shall commence until the applicant has submitted, 
and the Local Planning Authority has approved, a written scheme for the 
programme of archaeological mitigation within that Development Phase 
area. The programme for archaeological mitigation shall then be 
implemented in accordance with the agreed written scheme. 
 
This condition may be discharged on an individual Development Phase 
basis or on a section by section basis. 
 
Reason: To mitigate the effect of the works associated with the 
development upon any heritage assets and to ensure that information 
regarding these heritage assets is preserved by record for future 
generations. This is a pre-commencement requirement because of the 
need to secure satisfactory archaeological protection in advance of each 
individual Development Phase commencing 
 

23 Archaeological Evaluation (Recording) 
No development within a Development Phase shall commence until the 
applicant has submitted, and the Local Planning Authority has approved 
in writing, a Written Scheme for recording all historic assets within that 
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Development Phase area. The recording of all historic assets shall then 
be implemented in accordance with the agreed scheme. 
 
This condition may be discharged on an individual Development Phase 
basis or on a section by section basis. 
 
Reason - To mitigate the effect of the works associated with the 
development upon any heritage assets and to ensure that information 
regarding these heritage assets is preserved by record for future 
generations. This is a pre-commencement requirement because of the 
need to secure satisfactory archaeological protection in advance of each 
individual Development Phase commencing. 
 

24 Archaeological Evaluation (Publishing) 
Following completion of archaeological fieldwork within a Development 
Phase, a report shall be produced in accordance with an approved 
programme including, where appropriate, post-excavation assessment, 
specialist analysis and reports, publication and public engagement related 
to that Development Phase area and submitted to the Local Planning 
Authority. 
 
This condition may be discharged on an individual Development Phase 
basis or on a section by section basis. 
 
Reason - To contribute to the knowledge and understanding of past uses 
and activities on site by ensuring that opportunities are taken to capture 
evidence from the historic environment and to make this publicly available 
 

25 Historic environment - The Avenue 
No phase of the development approved under Condition 4 hereby 
approved shall commence until the applicant has submitted, and the 
Local Planning Authority has approved in writing options for enhancement 
and interpretation of the historic environment. Measures shall include the 
following: 
i. A mechanism to interpret the role of the Avenue in the 
understanding of value of the Leigh Park RPG and Sir George Staunton 
Conservation Area in order to offset the harm caused by its partial 
removal. 
ii. The full extent of the Avenue is fully recorded before it is further 
truncated. This should include a photographic record and a detailed plan 
showing all features of historical interest. 
iii. A landscaping scheme is devised to integrate the reservoir with the 
Avenue a detailed Scheme of Soft and Hard Landscape Works has been 
submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 
iv. A timetable for implementation and arrangements for maintenance 
of the approved details  
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The designs should be developed in consultation with Historic England 
and the Local Planning Authority Heritage Manager, as well as the 
Hampshire County Archaeologist, where appropriate. The development 
shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details and retained 
thereafter.  
Reason: To ensure the protection of important heritage and historical 
features. 
 

26 Public safety 
Prior to construction of the Embankment phase of development approved 
under Condition 4 above, a scheme indicating the measures to reduce the 
risk of drowning shall be submitted to and approved by the Local Planning 
Authority. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the 
approved details and retained thereafter. 
Reason: In the interests of safety for the general public. 
 

27 Landscape 
Any reserved matters application for layout or landscaping submitted 
pursuant to Condition 4 shall include the submission of a Tree Survey and 
updated Arboricultural Impact Assessment (including a Tree Constraints 
Plan), Arboricultural Method Statement and Tree Protection Plan showing 
the tree or group of trees, the Root Protection Area(s) and the crown 
spread(s) in relation to the proposed development. All tree root protection 
areas identified, shall be protected by protection fencing in accordance 
with BS 5837:2012.  
The approved tree protection measures shall be implemented before any 
equipment, machinery, or materials are brought on to the site in 
connection with the works. They shall be retained intact for the duration of 
the construction works and shall only be removed or altered following 
completion of that phase.  
Reason: To preserve the amenity visual amenity of the locality. 
 

28 No phase of the development approved under Condition 4 shall 
commence until full details of the landscaping of that parcel has been 
submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority. Each 
reserved matter application shall set out how it complies with the 
approved planning drawings and any subsequent amendments shall be 
agreed in writing with the Local Planning Authority. The details shall 
include: 
 
i) Written specifications (including cultivation and other operations 
associated with plant and grass establishment, 
 
ii) Planting methods, tree pits & guying methods, 
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iii) Schedules of plants, noting species, planting sizes and proposed 
numbers/densities where appropriate, 
 
iv) Retained areas of grassland cover, scrub, hedgerow, trees and 
woodland, 
 
v) Manner and treatment of watercourses, ditches and banks, 
 
vi) Details of all hard-surfaces, such as paths, access ways, seating areas 
and parking spaces, including their appearance, depth and permeability, 
 
ix) A timetable for implementation of the soft and hard landscaping works. 
  
The scheme of Landscaping Works shall be implemented in accordance 
with the approved timetable. Any plant which dies, becomes diseased or 
is removed, within 10 years shall be replaced with another of similar type 
and size, unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the 
approved details and retained thereafter.  
 
Reason: In the interests of visual amenity and managing impact on the 
existing habitats. 
 

29 Renewable energy 
No development shall take place until a Renewable Energy Strategy has 
been submitted to, and approved in writing by, the Local Planning 
Authority. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the 
approved details and retained thereafter. 
Reason: In the interests of sustainable development. 
 

30 Flood risk and drainage  
Contamination 
If, during development, contamination not previously identified is found to 
be present at the site then no further development (unless otherwise 
agreed in writing with the local planning authority) shall be carried out until 
a remediation strategy detailing how this contamination will be dealt with 
has been submitted to, and approved in writing by, the local planning 
authority. The remediation strategy shall be implemented as approved. 
Reason: To ensure that the development does not contribute to, and is 
not put at unacceptable risk from or adversely affected by, unacceptable 
levels of water pollution from previously unidentified contamination 
sources at the development site. In line with paragraph 170 of the 
National Planning Policy Framework. 
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31 Flood risk 
The development shall be carried out in accordance with the submitted 
flood risk assessment (ref HTR-ATK-XX-XX-RP-Z-0042, titled A15.2 
Flood Risk Assessment Report, compiled by Atkins on behalf of 
Portsmouth Water Ltd dated 01/09/20) and the mitigation measures it 
details. These mitigation measures shall be fully implemented prior to 
operation and subsequently in accordance with the scheme's 
timing/phasing arrangements. The measures detailed throughout the FRA 
shall be retained and maintained thereafter throughout the lifetime of the 
development. 
Reason: 
o To reduce the risk of flooding to the proposed development and future 
occupants 
o To ensure flood risk off site is not increased as a result of the proposed 
development in line with paragraph 163 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework. 
 

32 No phase of the development approved under Condition 4 shall 
commence until a detailed scheme, to ensure the development will not 
increase the risk of flooding, has been submitted to, and approved in 
writing by, the local planning authority. Specifically, further details should 
be provided where relevant to that phase including: 
o A detailed drainage management plan that adequately details the 
management of the drainage associated with the phase. 
o Detailed information surrounding a number of permanent structural 
elements including the proposed dimensions and height of the 
embankment, associated spillway, control house and wetland retaining 
structure (including the proposed piped controls). 
o Detailed information including the long-term maintenance scheduled for 
the proposed development. 
o Detailed information on the proposed location and design of the visitor 
centre, including proposed finished floor levels. 
o Should the proposed access routes to and from the visitor centre be 
situated within proximity to main river or within the flood zone then further 
details should be provided on the associated impacts on flood risk and the 
proposed mitigation measures. 
The scheme shall be fully implemented and subsequently maintained, in 
accordance with the scheme's timing/phasing arrangements, or within any 
other period as may subsequently be agreed, in writing, by the Local 
Planning Authority. 
Reason: To reduce the risk of flooding to the proposed development and 
its future users. This is in line with paragraph 163 of the National Planning 
Policy Framework. 
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33 The Reservoir Scheme shall be constructed in accordance with the 
parameters set out in Table 2.2 of the Development Specification, as set 
out in Condition 2, and the design standards and principles set out in the 
Design and Access Statement and summarised in Section 3 of the 
Development Specification.  
Reason: To ensure the development reflects the approved scheme. 
 

34 Drainage 
Construction of the Visitor Centre development shall not commence until 
details of the proposed means of foul and surface water sewerage 
disposal have been submitted to, and approved in writing by, the Local 
Planning Authority. The development shall be carried out in accordance 
with the approved details. 
Reason: To ensure appropriate provision of foul and surface water 
sewerage disposal. 
 

35 Prior to construction of the Embankment phase of development approved 
under Condition 4 above, an On-site Emergency Flood Plan shall be 
submitted to, and agreed in writing by, the Local Planning Authority. The 
development shall be carried out in accordance with the details approved.  
Reason: To ensure that residual flood risks on site are safely managed in 
accordance with the NPPF. 
 

36 Ecology 
No phase of the development approved under Condition 4 shall 
commence until full details of all ecological mitigation, compensation and 
enhancement measures (to be informed as necessary by up-to-date 
survey and assessment) and on-going monitoring of mitigation measures 
required for each reserved matters application (including both ecological 
works directly related to that Development Phase reserved matters area 
and any works associated with that area but lying outside of the boundary 
of that area) shall be submitted for approval to the Local Planning 
Authority. Such details shall be in accordance with the ecological 
mitigation, compensation and enhancement measures detailed within the 
Outline Biodiversity Mitigation and Compensation Strategy (ECOSA, 
September 2020), the Habitats Regulations Assessment 
(Atkins/Portsmouth Water, September 2020) and the Implementation Plan 
for Off Site Biodiversity Mitigation and Compensation (Atkins, April 2021. 
Any such approved measures shall thereafter be implemented in strict 
accordance with the agreed details and with all measures maintained in 
perpetuity, unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority. 
Reason: To protect and enhance biodiversity in accordance with the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species (Amendment) (EU Exit) 
Regulations 2019, NERC Act 2006, NPPF and Policy CS 11 of the 
Havant Borough Core Strategy March 2011. 

Page 28



37 Prior to the clearance of trees within the reservoir footprint, a European 
Protected Species (EPS) licences for hazel dormouse and bats shall be 
submitted to Natural England. The requirements of the licences shall be 
adhered to, unless varied through agreement with Natural England.  
Reason: To protect and enhance biodiversity in accordance with the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species (Amendment) (EU Exit) 
Regulations 2019, NERC Act 2006, NPPF and Policy CS 11 of the 
Havant Borough Core Strategy March 2011. 
 

38 An Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) shall be appointed, to be full time 
on site during site preparation and clearance and during any works in 
sensitive areas, and to undertake regular monitoring visits throughout the 
construction programme.  
Reason: To protect and enhance biodiversity in accordance with the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species (Amendment) (EU Exit) 
Regulations 2019, NERC Act 2006, NPPF and Policy CS 11 of the 
Havant Borough Core Strategy March 2011.  
 

39 Soil management 
No phase of the development approved under Condition 4 shall 
commence until a Soil Management Plan has been submitted to and 
approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.  The Plan shall 
include separate management of ancient woodland soils for restoration. 
The Plan shall include a timetable for the carrying out of the works, once 
approved.  The development shall be carried out in accordance with the 
approved details and timetable.  
Reason: To support reinstatement of the landscape disturbed by the 
construction works. 

 
 
Informative Notes to Applicant: 
 
1 This notice only relates to the decision of East Hampshire District Council 

as Local Planning Authority under the Town and Country Planning Acts.  
It does not relate to any other application that may be required under the 
Building Regulations or under any other Act, Regulation, Byelaw or Order 
where the Council's approval may be needed.  For further guidance as to 
the need for consent under the Building Regulations please phone 023 
9244 6571. 
 

2 Your attention is drawn to the attached information regarding firstly your 
right to appeal to the Planning Inspectorate, if you are aggrieved by the 
Council's decision, and secondly the rights of an owner to, in certain 
circumstances serve a purchase notice on the Council. See 
www.planningportal.gov.uk/pcs. 
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3 Any failure to adhere to the details of the approved plans, and other 

documents or to comply with any conditions listed above may lead to 
enforcement action being taken by the Council.  If you wish to depart 
from the approved details or conditions in any way you should contact 
the Planning and Development service at the Plaza or by telephoning 
023 9244 6015. 
 

4 In accordance with paragraphs 38-50 of the NPPF Havant Borough 
Council (HBC) takes a positive and proactive approach and works with 
applicants/agents on development proposals in a manner focused on 
solutions by: 
 
Offering a pre-application advice service, and 
 
Updating you of any issues that may arise in the processing of your 
application and where possible suggesting solutions, and, 
 
In this instance:  
You sought and were provided with pre-application advice, and you were 
updated about issues after the initial site visit, 
 

5 This permission was granted subject to a planning obligation agreement 
made under Section 106 of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 dated 
............. which requires .............. 
 

6 Your attention is drawn to the provisions of the Water resources Act 1991 
and the Land Drainage Bylaws 1981. The consent of the Environment 
Agency is required for any work or structures in, under, over or within 8 
metres of the top of the bank of a main river. You are advised to contact 
the Environment Agency on 0370 8506506 for further information. 
 

7 Your attention is drawn to the provisions of the Conservation (Natural 
Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 which makes it an offence to deliberately 
capture, kill or disturb a European Protected Species or to damage or 
destroy the breeding site or resting place of such an animal. It may be 
possible to obtain a licence from the Department for Environment Food 
and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) if the loss of a protected species cannot be 
avoided. For further advice about licences you can contact DEFRA 
European Wildlife Division on 08459 33 55 77. 
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8 The grant of planning permission does not entitle you to obstruct a public 
right of way. If it is necessary to stop up or divert a right of way in order to 
enable the development permitted to be carried out you should apply 
without delay to either; Havant Borough Council in the case of a footpath 
or bridleway (under Section 257 of the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990) or the Department of Communities and Local Government (CLG) 
for any other issues (under Section 247 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990). 
 

——————————————————————————————————————— 
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Appendix 1 
(Mrs Young) 

 

I strongly object to the reservoir. A Change.org petition signed by locals has 4,432 
signatures.  It will only supply locals in a one in 200-year drought!  It will destroy a 
unique, precious ecosystem and kill thousands of mature trees and animals.  Their 
carbon capture can never be replaced by young saplings which take many years to 
mature. Oak trees take 50 years to mature.  Many saplings planted recently were not 
watered and are dying.  These thousands of ancient trees protect us from flooding 
unlike saplings. A 2014 Woodland Trust article, Stemming the Flow, explains this.  
Killing all this woodland and thousands of animals is inexcusable!  Without trees, 
people and the planet won’t survive!  Ancient woodlands now cover just 2.4% of the 
UK.  Our woodlands are constantly being destroyed for developments.  People need 
to wake up and realise how wrong this is!   
 
Portsmouth Water had 72 sites to choose from.  The reservoir is so immense to 
make it as lucrative as possible and is cheapest as Portsmouth Water own Havant 
Thicket.  The ecological destruction it will cause is horrific.  There will be a 
detrimental impact for people in the area, with noise and air pollution and traffic 
problems. God forbid if it ever fully breached most of Havant down to Langstone 
would be flooded, with an immediate threat to lives!  Schools and a dementia care 
home are very near the site too.  The 20 metre dam, holding back 8.7 billion litres of 
water will tower above the lower lying houses in Winterslow Drive.  It’s just 160 
metres from the first home!  The South West corner is in category 2 and 3 for flood 
risk.  3 is the highest!  Myself and many will be in a flood risk zone.  Whaley Bridge, 
2 years ago was almost a disaster, so although rare these things can happen.  Only 
1500 people had to be evacuated not a massive population like ours!  They lived 
downstream about a mile away though not right next to it!  A thousand body bags 
were on standby for the estimated deaths!  
 
In 2008 a big public consultation suggested numerous water sports fishing and 
activities would be happening.  There will be no access to the water at all, but people 
still believe it’s all happening and want to swim in it!  Recently a teenage boy 
drowned in a reservoir in Rotheram, while trying to save his friend!  Each year seven 
people drown in them, usually teens.  I’m worried  youths will use the viewing 
platform to dive off in the Summer months and may drown as they panic from the 
shock of the freezing water!  I’ve no idea how this will be prevented as a Portsmouth 
Water’s PR man couldn’t tell me! In 2019, a 12 month trial saw throw lines installed 
in 20 locations around 8 reservoirs in Greater Manchester.  Each one was dedicated 
to people who had drowned in them!  Throw lines, a basic life saver aren’t at all 
reservoirs!  I read this in ‘Water Power and Dam Construction’.  Placing this in a 
deprived area where bored teens will be dared to jump in is very wrong.  I’m sure 
drownings will be inevitable.  Teens think they are invincible but they’re not! 
 
Southern Water are applying for a direct transfer 40km pipeline to their Otterbourne 
Waterworks from the reservoir separately, that most people aren’t aware of.  
Desalination at the reservoir or using it as a conduit for recycled water is also being 
explored by Southern Water, which is outrageous!  Please follow your heart and 
conscience when voting today. Thank you. 
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